HALSTEAD 


URBAN 


DISTRICT. 


REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

J.  S.  RANSON  M.  R.  C.  S»  , L.R.C.P.  , D.P.H. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

SECTION  A - Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area. 

Area  in  acres. 1172. 

Population  (Registrar  Generates  Estimate) ..... .r. . 6020. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses-  (end  of  1948) 

according  to  the  Rate  Books .....1968. 

Rateable  Value £29 , 114. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. ..............  £109-6-0, 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics 

Total.  Male.  Female* 

Live  births: 

Legitimate.  88.  52.  36* 

Illegitimate.  5.  4*  1* 

Still  births. 2. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated,  resident  population. . 15.4. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births.... 21.0. 

Deaths  (Registrar  General’s  estimate).... 77. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population....... 12.7* 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Total  deaths. 2. 

Deaths  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  bitths 21. 5» 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 22.7. 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  ircfantd/iLaats-.Xf 000. illegitimate,  m. 

live  births Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .,.,12. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),.., 0, 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages).,............. 0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)' 0. 
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Deaths  at  the  various  age  groups,  1948* 
(registered  and  transferred ) . 


Age  Group,,  Dumber  of  Deaths , 


Under  1 year.  — 

1 and  under  2 years. 2, 

2 and  under  5 years.. 

5 and  under  15  years 

15  and  under  25  years 1. 

25  and  under  35  years., 

35  and  under  45  years,... 4. 

45  and  under  55:/years. 4. 

55  and  under  65  years 11. 

65  and  under  75  years... 23. 

75  and  upwards. • 36. 


Total. 8,3. 

SPOT ION  B-  Health  services  of  the  Area. 

Ao  Public  Health  Officers. 

1.  t To  So  Ranson  M.  R»  C.  S.  , L.  R.  C.  P»  , D.  P.  H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  S. N.  Pycroft  M.  I.  M.  C.  E.  , M.  S.  I.  A.  , A.  M.  I.  S.  E. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

B.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services  during 
the  year;- 

1.  Laboratory  Services. 

2.  Ambulance  Services. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  home. 

4.  Clinics  and  treatment  centres. 

5.  Hospitals. 

SECTION  C - Sanitary  circumstances,  of  the  area. 


Inspections  made  during  the  year  1948. 

Number  of  inspections  made  and  re- inspections. 415. 

Nuisances  detected. 97* 

Water  closets  repaired. 17* 

Dustbins  renewed. «... 27* 

Other  nuisances  abated 2. 

Informal  notices  served 45* 

Statutory  notices  served.,...** 39. 

Informal  notices-  complied  with 23. 

Statutory  notices  complied  with. 39. 
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Water  Supply. 


taring  the  year  a sample  of  water  was  taken  from  each  of 
the  Oejncil's  two  pumping  stations,  and  "both  were  satisfactory* 
The  roosted  supply  from  the  storage  tank  built  on  the  Park  Fields 
housing  site  has  operated  since  November  and  provides  water 
for  the  higher  parts  of  the  Mitchell  Avenue  Estate  and  for  the 
houses  on  the  new  estate*  A sample  from  this  supply  was 
submitted  for  examination  by  the  Counties  PuMre  Health 
Laboratories  in  October  and  found  satisfactory  before  the  supply 
was  admitted  to  the  mains  as,  drinking  water* 

D r a inage  and  Sewerage • 


The  sewage  disposal  works  continued  to  prove  unsatis- 
factory, Trade  waste  from  the  tannery  being  one  contributory 
factor,  steps  were  taken  to • neutralise  this  material  at  the 
point  of  discharge  into  the  sewer.  Two  of  the  sprinklers 
became  defective  through  the  failure  of  the  floats.  The  roof 
tiles  on  the  engine  house  have  disintegrated,  and  tiles 
removed  from  Council  House  roofs  have  been  collected  on  the 
site  for  recovering  this  building.  All  this  work  was  in  hand 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Preparation  of  the  surface  water 
drainage  system  scheme  continued  and  was  expected  to  be 
completed  early  in  1949  for  submission  to  the  Council, 

SECTION  Housing, 

Luring  the  year  2 new  Council  Houses  have  been  erected 
on  the  new  Park- Fields  estate  and  14  were  nearing  completion. 
The  rent-  of  these  houses  is  26/9d.  per  week  inclusive  of 
rates  and  some  of  the  applicants  found  that  they  were  unable 
to  accept  tenancies  at  this  figure. 

These  new  houses  will  mostly  afford  homes  for  families 
at  present  in  lodgings  but  a small  proportion  will  rehouse 
families  from  bad  property.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  such  bad  houses  should  be  dealt  with  by  such  powers  as 
the  Council  have  to  ensure  that  they  are  either  condemned  or 
have  undertakings  signed,  not  to  be  relet  until  fcendered  fit 
for  habitation. 

No  reconstruction  of  house  property  has  been  carried  out 
in  recent  years,  and  the  building  of  Council  Houses  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  has  had  no  effect  of  improvement 
of  the  housing  conditions  of  the  older  and  central  portion. 

Routine  inspection  of  houses  of  the  working  classes  has 
not  been  carried  out,  but  will  be  resumed  on  the  appointment 
of  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  in  the  town  several  parts  where  the  houses  are 
uniformly;  bad  and  improvement  could  only  be  ensured  by 
dealing,  with  then  as  "Clearance  Areas"1,  At  the  present 
time  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  not  sanction  such  action  but 
plans  might  be  prepared  in  advance  of  this  veto  being  lifted. 

There  is  still  a large  eBemaEfil  for  even  bad  houses 
but  the  fact  that  there  may  be  as  many  as  20  applicants  for 
such  a house  does  not  mean  that  it  is  suitable  for  habitation. 
The  Council  hal^  a very  definite  duty  to  prevent  families 
from  taking  up  residence  in  a house,  the  insanitary  state 
of  which  may  be.  prejudicial  to  their  health. 

Inspections  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects, 78. 


No,  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose, ,,..278. 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation ...Nil, 

- 3 - 


4 


' 


. 


\ 


• • ' * '?  ♦ • * * y % * ‘ ' 

. / ■ * ‘ 

t ' i i .1  : j 

. V 4 A * * « < A * * •.  » * * A <*  A > j fr 


1 


No.  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 


reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .78. 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  its  Officers ...61. 

No.  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of  which  Statutory 

Notices  were  served,  requiring  repairs 17. 

No.  of  dwell inghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices 17. 

No*  of  dwell inghouses  in  respect  of  which.  Demolition 

Orders  were  made. Nil. 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders Nil  • 


No.  of  separate  tenements,  or  under-ground  rooms  in  respect 


of  which  Closing  Orders  we 
No.  of  separate  tenements 

re  made. ........  r 

Nil. 

oi*  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  0 

rders  were  determined,  the 

■hpnpmfinf.  nr  rnnm  Via  vine  'hnnn  marls  f*i  t.  .......  

ITil. 

SECTION  E - Inspection  and 

Supervision  of  Food. 

The  following  food  supplies  have  been  surrendered 

and 

condemned  during  the  year. 

Meat. 

12  tins  and  170 i lbs. 

Vegetables. 

61  tin©. 

Milk. 

101  tins. 

Fish. 

15  tins  and  399  lbs. 

Fruit. 

70  tins  and  464  lbs. 

Jam  and  Marmalade. 

26  tins. 

Miscellane ous. 

11  tins  and  28  lbs. 

SECTION  F - Prevalence,  and 

Control  over  Infectious  and 

other 

Disease©# 

Total  cases.  Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified.  to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Measles. 

253. 

Whooping  Cough. 

5* 

— 

Infective  Jaundice. 

8. 

— 

Erysipelas. 

1. 

- 

Totals. 

267. 

Tuberculosis. 


Cases  notified:- 
Adults: 

Pulmonary^. Male.  3. 

Female.  2. 

Non-Pulmonary. Male. 

Female.  - 


Children: 


Pulmonary.. Male.  - 

Female.  - 

Non-Pulmonary. Male . 2 . 

Female.  - 

Total  cases  notified 7# 


Five  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria 
all  of  whom  have  since  been  discharged. 

No  case  is  at  the  present  time  awaiting  admission. 


There  was  an  extensive  outbreak  of  measles  during  the  summer 
months.  No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  again  occurred  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  high  rate  of  children  now  immunised  against 
this  disease.  Cases  of  other  infectious  disease  have  been  few  A 
with,  none  of  especial  note. 
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SECTION  G — Factories 


Workshops  and  Workplaces, 


There  are  49  of  these  premises  on  the  register.  16  inspect 
ions-  were  made  during  the  year  and  only  3 defects  were  found  and 
remedied. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


No.  of 

premises.  No.  on  Register,.  Inspections. 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2,3  ,4  and  6 are  to  be; 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

21. 

7. 

( i i) Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

28. 

9. 

(tl)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers' premises). 

Totals, 

! s 

16, 

2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  we re  found. 


Particulars. 


Found.  Remedied. 


No.  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
referred  hy  II, lb, 
Inspector, 


Want  of  cleanliness.  3.  3. 

Overcrowding.  - - 

Unreasonable  temperature. 

Inadequate  ventilation,  - - 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors. - 
Sanitary  Conveniences. 

(a)  insufficient. 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective.  2.  2. 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes. 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) . - * 


1. 


1. 

1. 


Totals.  5j» 5. 3, 

There  were  no  outworkers  in  the  District. 


4th  August,  1949. 
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